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Quote of the Quarter:  
I’ll just poke it with a big stick—Noolie unblocking the toilets at the ODE.  Nice!!!! 

Berkeley & District ODE 
Sat 18th June 2013 West Littleton 
After the one day event had to be cancelled last year, due to the weather, this year the 
weather and ground conditions were perfect. 
Having not competed for 4 years, I decided to enter Class 1 on my new horse. The morning 
of the event arrived and I was up early to plait and load up. Once I arrived I kept myself busy, 
to stop the nerves kicking in. I warmed up for the dressage and went in as soon as possible 
hoping to get that part over as quickly as possible. 
Show jumping was next and we unfortunately had one pole down, which was my fault. Then 
came the cross country, the part of eventing that I use to love.....when I crossed the finish 
line. My heart was pounding, my mouth was dry and my knees would have been knocking, if 
there wasn’t a horse in the way and I was asking myself why was I doing this? 
Luckily Socks knew his job and I just had to steer him round the course, as we came through 
the finishing line, after going round clear, it all came back to me why I loved the x-country. 
I would like to say a big thank you to 
all of the organisers and helpers and 
who enabled this event to run 
smoothly, everyone was so friendly.  I 
had a great day which was topped off 
by coming 4th in my section.  
Sarah Robertson  

A big thank you to all the members 
who came to this year's Non-
residential Camp. We had 30 riders 
in all over the 2 days.  This year we 
introduced 'pick and mix' which offered 
members who did not want to take part in 
the whole day to chose either just dres-
sage and/or cross country.  There was a 
good take up for this new option. 
I think that our new venue worked ex-
tremely well and I would like to thank 
Richard Chapman for all his help in set-
ting up.  Members seemed to enjoy 
the change of cross country course and it 
was lovely that Di's ride had a lovely 
choice of intro jumps to tackle. The only 
main draw back was the long walk to the 
loo although I am sure that this can be 
rectified next year. Luckily we were blessed with really good weather and only one mem-
ber 'dismounting without permission' - thankfully landing on his feet so was unhurt.  Liz Hill 
Back when the newsletter came out about camp, I thought that would be great fun but 
didn’t know if I was quite brave enough to go. Having not long had my new little horse who 

has never been cross country, I hadn’t done a cross country 
rally in over 8yrs thanks to previous naughty horses. With a 
little encouragement I put my name down. Then I saw that 
Liz wanted us mounted by 9.50am!! Living nearly an hour 
from Manor Farm and with a toddler in tow this was going to 
be a challenge. The day arrived, Daisy for a change was 
being easy going and off we went on time. Well what a lovely 
time we all had, I was in Di’s group who, as usual, was bril-
liant and even got Maisie to canter right which I was so 
pleased with. We had a lovely group and all looked after 
each other making sure we were all happy. I couldn’t have 
asked anymore from Maisie who was a little star and soon 
got the hang of cross country, jumping everything I asked of 
her. I met some really lovely people and everyone was so 
friendly. We all thoroughly enjoyed it and will be putting our 
name down for next year. Lucy Hicks 

Non residential 
Camp 

Message from the Chair 
Hello Everyone, I hope that you all enjoyed the lovely hot 
weather that we had in July – at least we have had a taste 
of summer this year. 
We have had a busy season, with our ODE in June a huge 
success. The weather was kind to us, no major accidents; 
we finished on time and made a profit for the club bank 
account. So THANK YOU to everyone who helped to make 
it such a good day. 
This year we had a change of venue for our non residential 
camp and it turned out to be another successful outing for 
our members – thank you to Liz Hill for organising. Read 
more about right. 
 We have had great fun and good results at all the area 
competitions. I am always proud of the managers and riders 
who make the commitment to represent our club. THANK 
YOU. We have riders going to the National Championships 
at Lincoln in September – GOOD LUCK to them! If you 
fancy an exciting weekend away we can always do with 
help and support at Lincoln – give me a ring if you would 
like to come. 
Also a big well done to Elaine Gibbs who will be represent-
ing us at BE BRC ODE championships held in Leicester-
shire in September.   
About five years ago I had all my precious tack stolen and 
what a sad experience it was! We then had an extremely 
loud alarm fitted to our tack room and yard. I cursed it every 
time I opened a stable door without thinking and was deaf-
ened by the noise, the horses got used to it!! But last week 
when someone tried to break in during the night the alarm 
saved all my tack and the lowlife ran off swearing at me as I 
shouted at them out of my bedroom window! 
The reason for this tale? Please remember to keep your 
tack and kit secure, lock your vehicles at competitions and 
even when you are at a rally. Recently a member had her 
handbag stolen from her car at Burrows Court and another 
member had hay stolen – yes hay!!! So make sure you are 
as secure as can be. If an unknown vehicle visits your yard 
take the registration number and report it to the Police. If 
you need advice on security or tack marking contact Avon 
and Somerset Police  at Horse-
watch@avon&somerset.police.uk or ring 101 and ask for 
help –it will save you from heartache in the future. 
Safe, Secure and Happy Riding 
Regards  Zillah x 

Sarah Robertson  

Lunch at Camp 

Di’s Ride  

Gill Lawry  



Area 9 Dressage 

Berkeley and District Riding club now have their own Facebook Page.  Thanks to Sian Coles the page is fully interactive for any of our 
members who wish to join.  Lots of rally information, results from members’ events and general news is updated daily. We look forward to 
members’ comments and particularly photos from around the club.  To visit the group page, visit; www.facebook.com Search 
"Berkeley& District Riding club" and click on the page. If you are not already a member of Facebook it really is very easy and works 
from computers, tablets and smart phones.  Any queries Jayne Meehan (07887 600110) or Sian Coles (07974 740054) will be very happy 
to help. 

Area 9 Horse Trials 

Rabson Manor  Sunday 16th June 2013  
Well, here I am for the second year in a row, being asked to write 
about another successful ‘Riding test’ qualifier..... The weather was 
unfortunately dull and wet; the event was anything but: very well run 
and incredibly friendly. A massive thank you has to go to Swindon RC 
for such good humoured organisation; not to mention the homemade 
cakes available for a donation – very scrummy. 
Berkeley sent two teams to compete in the Riding Test class, consist-
ing of: Jackie Grose, Karen Gobey, Kathleen Griffiths & Anne 
Johnstrup – team placed 1st overall with Karen 1st individually; and 
Noolie Gregory, Nicky Caldicot, Sam Parsons & Aimee Conlon – 
team placed 3rd overall. Taking part in senior prelim Lauren Ayres, 
Nicky Caldicot, Noolie Gregory & Kath Griffiths – team placed 8th.  
Sarah Couzens & Andrea Cox competed in the pairs putting in a 
good performance to finish 2nd.  Fielding two novice teams Aimee 
Conlon, Sarah Couzens, Karen Gobey & Andrea Cox team placed 
3rd, well done goes to Aimee & Sarah both qualified as individuals 
having won their arenas.  The other team of Joy Smart, Jackie Grose, 
Sam Parsons & Anne Johnstrup finished 7th. 
Just as you all glaze over and say “another lucky RC member” – I 
never thought I would be able to make the teams, yet alone qualify 
for the Championships two years in a row. To that end if you are 
considering doing anything then push yourself forward, badger the 
team organisers and you can do it too. It is always a proud moment 
when you hear your riding club being called out in the presentations, 
and being part of a team makes it all the more fun and rewarding. 
On a personal note, a special thank you goes to Janet Macdonald 
without whose patience and sage advice, my horse would not go so 
well. 
And as if the day wasn't busy enough with riding test, prelim, novice  
and pairs classes the rural riders team also performed their test with 
the support of their trainer Kate Scott. They did a great job and are off 
to Lincoln to show off their expertise at the championships. The team 
are: Aimee Conlon, Sarah Couzens, Joy Smart, Kath Griffiths, Katie 
Rogers, Annie Cox.  
Thanks have to go to Joy Smart who not only organised the teams 
but was brave enough to ride in two tests!  The dressage qualifiers 
are normally hard enough to organise without them all being on one 
day! Anne Johnstrup  

Area 9 Show Jumping 

Sunday 7th July 13—Leyland Court 
There was a great interest for the outdoor show jumping this 
year with a significant number of members wanting to be con-
sidered for the teams.  We took 2 novice teams and 2 interme-
diate teams and would like to thank all those who competed, in 
particular those who were out of your comfort zone, you know 
who you are.  Also due to a number of last minute changes 
and injuries a few stood in at the last minute including Kate 
Nichols who ended up jumping two horses, one of which she 
had only ridden once before!!! 
The two novice teams were: Sue Exell, Kate Nichols, Sue 
Meredith, Claire Moreton, Fran Cawley, Nicky Caldecoat, Sam Parsons and Leanne Conlon.  All 
jumped extremely well but unfortunately didn’t come within the Rosettes. 
The intermediate teams were: Noolie Gregory, Emma Turner, Linda Eadie, Sean Gibbs, Karen 
Gobey and Kate Nichols unfortunately the other two members, Leanne Webber and Elaine Gibbs,  
had last minute horse issues and had to drop out. After a few issues to begin with, everyone jumped 
extremely well with Emma Turner qualifying as an individual for Lincoln, so good luck Emma! I 
would also like to thank all those who helped on the ground and I look forward to the indoor Show 
Jumping competition later in the year!!  If you are interested in competing for the teams please give 

me a shout.   Michelle Hopton 
The competition took place at Leyland Court 
and boy did the sun shine for us, (maybe a 
little too much) but Zillah and Michelle were on 
hand with bottles of water for us all and were 
great at getting us ready by being in the right 
place at the right time. 
 This was my first time completing at intermediate and I'm glad I did, because, as always, everyone was 
really supportive. I couldn't believe how scared I was going in to the first round, but as always my horse 
Abbey looked after me and we went clear. This gave me more confidence going into the second round; 
well, it did until I walked it!! The jumps were not something I have jumped before in a competition, but 
once again Abbey and I jumped another clear round. By the end of the rounds we were only one of four 
that went clear and were in the jump off. Something that doesn't really happen to me and was made 
even better by lead up of support before going in, from the team.  

We ended up finishing fourth after taking it steady in the jump off and having only one down. To my surprise we made it through to the championships as the 
highest place individual. Emma Turner 

Kate Nichols, Sue Meredith, Claire Moreton, Sue Exell 

Nicky Caldecote, Sam Parsons, Fran Cawley, Leanne Conlon 

West Wilts, Sunday 23rd 
June 2013  
Having mentioned to Kate 
Nichols (Team Manager) 
that I would be interested in 
taking part in the Area Horse 
Trials, I found that I was part 
of the Berkeley Meadows 
90cm team. At that stage 
the nerves started as I had 
never competed in a horse 
trials before and 90cm 
sounded enormous. 

The dressage time was fairly early 
but despite that Kate was already on 
site shepherding her teams and 
individual riders. Dressage over, 
phew, two more sections to go. 
Show jumping next and its 90cm! I 
was quite out of breath by the end (I 
must remember to breathe) but 
absolutely amazed to have gone 
clear. I needed a reminder that a 
back protector was a necessity and 
then off we went round the cross 
country course, which in fact was 

actually great fun. Ferdie thoroughly enjoyed himself and jumped clear. Some 
thoughts during our round were “how am I going to manage 5min of forward position” 
“we haven’t done any x/c since camp” “I do hope I can remember the course”. We 
gathered some time faults en-route but I was really happy with a double clear. The 
rest of the team did really well and I was delighted when Kate told us later that the 
team had come 5th.   Later in the day Sean Gibbs, Leanne Webber and Rosie Meehan 
qualified for the championships, well done all.  
A great thank you to all the B&DRC supporters who were there being very positive 
and encouraging and I think took lots of photos. Well done to Kate who coped with 
competitors nerves over a very long day. Fran Cawley 
The teams were: 
80cm class     Sarah Raymond, Sam Gibbs 
90cm Berkeley Castle: Linda Eadie, Sam Parsons, Nicola Caldecoat, Noolie Gregory 
90cm Berkeley Meadows: Emma Turner, Elaine Gibbs, Kath Griffiths, Fran Cawley  
100cm Leanne Webber,   100+cm Rosie Meehan, Sean Gibbs 

Championship updates: 
Congratulations again to Sean, 
Rosie and Leanne who all were 
asked to represent area 9 at the 

championships in one way or 
another—unfortunately none of 
them could make it for various 
reasons.  There is always next 

year and just to qualify is a great 
achievement.  

Elaine Gibbs, Kathleen Griffiths, Emma Turner  Fran Crawley 

Fran Crawley 

Noolie Gregory,    Nicola Caldecoat,     Linda Eadie,    Sam Parsons, 



Booking a Rally: For  all rallies, please send your name, tel no., a list of rallies and post dated 
cheques (made payable to B&DRC with details on the back of each separate cheque) to the or-
ganisers.  Places will not be guaranteed unless cheques have been received at least one week 
before the rally date.  Insufficient cheques received one week before will result in the rally being 
cancelled.  Cancellations must be received at least one week prior to the rally; cheques will be 
cashed after this time unless places can be filled.  

Intro Di Sealey 
Date Venue Time 

Sun 8th Sept Westend Grove GL12 8LB 10, 11am & 12pm 

Sun 22nd Sept Westend Grove GL12 8LB 10, 11am & 12pm 

Sat 12th Oct Westend Grove GL12 8LB 10, 11am & 12pm 

Sat 26th Oct Westend Grove GL12 8LB 10, 11am & 12pm 

Sat 9th Nov Westend Grove GL12 8LB 10, 11am & 12pm 

Sat 30th Nov Westend Grove GL12 8LB 10, 11am & 12pm 

Alex Peternell—Rallies on Wednesdays—see Facebook  

Venue by kind invitation of Mr and Mrs Meehan 
Contact Jayne Meehan Cost £14 

Sat 7th Dec Westend Grove GL12 8LB 10, 11am & 12pm 

Sat 21st Dec Westend Grove GL12 8LB 10, 11am & 12pm 

Show Jumping —Debbie Hill 
Date Venue Time 

Fri 20th Sept  Summerhouse GL2 2RG 10 & 11am  

Fri 4th Oct Summerhouse GL2 2RG 10 & 11am  

Fri 18th Oct Summerhouse GL2 2RG 10 & 11am  

Contact Jackie Grose Cost £15 

Fri 1st Nov Summerhouse GL2 2RG 10 & 11am  

Fri 15th Nov Summerhouse GL2 2RG 10 & 11am  

Fri 13th Dec Summerhouse GL2 2RG 10 & 11am  

Safety Measure—Could all members ensure that when you attend rallies or other events that you either have on you or leave with the or-
ganiser/instructor  a contact number and any relevant medical information, so that in the event of an accident we can contact family or 

friends.  Riders will be required to wear a body protector at ALL cross country rallies. 

Flatwork/Jumping Helen James 
Date Venue Time 

Thurs 12th Sept  Hollow Farm GL2 3SG 6.30 and 7.30 pm 

Sun 20th Oct Hollow Farm GL2 3SG 10 and 11 am 

Sun 17th Nov Hollow Farm GL2 3SG 10 and 11 am 

Sun 15th Dec Hollow Farm GL2 3SG 10 and 11 am 

Contact Karen Gobey Cost £14 

Members Competitions 
Members Show Jumping :  
Sun 15th Sept  Furze Down Farm BS32 4LE  10am till Noon 
un 27th Oct and Sun 24th Nov Acton Turville GL9 1HB 10am till Noon 
£3 per round, Contact Kate Nichols—see back page 
Whether you just want to go over poles on the ground or jump 3ft plus come and join 
us. Includes rosettes for clear rounds, and prizes. 

Dressage —Kate Scott 
Date Venue Time 

Sat 14th Sep Leyland Court BS36 1RY  10 and 11 am 

Sun 13th Oct Leyland Court BS36 1RY  10 and 11 am 

Sun 10th Nov Leyland Court BS36 1RY  10 and 11 am 

Contact Karen Gobey Cost £14 

Sun 8th Dec Leyland Court BS36 1RY  10 and 11 am 

Rally Cheques to: 
Jayne Meehan—West End Grove, West End, Wickwar, South Glous, GL12 8LB 
Jackie Grose—2 Woodgrove Rd, Henbury, Bristol, BS10 7RE, 07502 129302-
jackie.grose@aol.com 
Karen Gobey—6 John Bevan Close, Uplands, Stroud, GL5 1UL, 07789072870, 
Karengobey@yahoo.co.uk 
Kate Nichols—Walnut Tree Cottage, Chaingate Lane, Iron Acton, BS37 9XN 
Liz Hiil—Talisman, Cam Green, Cam, Dursley, GL11 5HL  
Sue Micklewright  - Byres Water, Church End, Frampton on Severn, GL2 7EQ 

Show Jumping —Rachel Sheldon 
Date Venue Time 

Tues 22nd Oct Tumpy Green GL11 5HZ  6.30 and 7.30 pm 

Sat 2nd Nov Acton Turville GL9 1HB  10 &11am 

Tues 12th Nov Tumpy Green GL11 5HZ  6.30 and 7.30 pm 

Sat 30th Nov Acton Turville GL9 1HB  10 &11am 

Contact Sue Micklewright  Cost £14 

Tues 26th Nov Tumpy Green GL11 5HZ  6.30 and 7.30 pm 

Tues 10th Sept Tumpy Green GL11 5HZ  6.30 and 7.30 pm 

Sun 22nd Sept  Acton Turville GL9 1HB  10 &11am 

Tues 24th Sept Tumpy Green GL11 5HZ  6.30 and 7.30 pm 

Sun 6th Oct Acton Turville GL9 1HB  10 &11am 

Tues 8th Oct Tumpy Green GL11 5HZ  6.30 and 7.30 pm 

Tues 12th Dec Tumpy Green GL11 5HZ  6.30 and 7.30 pm 

Forthcoming Events 
Date Details Locations Contact 

14-15th Sep GB TREC Championships Glanusk Park, Powys Nicky Walker 

5 –6th Oct Dressage to Music Champs Bury Farm Bucks Joy Smart 

TBC Hunter Trial Champs Eland Lodge, Derbyshire  TBC 

29th Sept BE80 BRC Championships    Brooksby Melton College  TBC 

21st Dec Olympia  Olympia  Rachael  
Kuczaj 

Rachael is organising a train or coach party to Olympia please get in touch with her if 
you would like to come. miss_racho@yahoo.co.uk 

Jumping Mike Cromies 
Date Venue Time 

Sun 8th Sept Hop Yard Farm GL12 8JP 10am 

Sun 29th Sept Hop Yard Farm GL12 8JP 10am 

This is a new venue and instructor he can cover jumping on arena 
or grass and also come XC portables.  All abilities catered for. 
More times and dates will be added as needed. 
Contact Liz Hill Cost £14 

We need you to help us with rallies. 
Send your cheque ASAP. No cheque, No space  

Rally will be cancelled if not enough cheques are received 7 days before 

As you will have all noticed the renewal date was changed from October to January this year to 
fall in line with the other clubs. In moving our renewal date we did not anticipate that the renewal process would take as long as it did. We found that only 
20% of members had renewed by the end of January. Membership could not be sent to the British Riding Club office until the end of February and members 
did not receive their cards until late March early April. In order to rectify this problem membership will open from 1st October members will be asked to send 
their subscriptions in to the club by mid December with a post dated cheque for the 1st January 2014. Membership will be sent to the British Riding Club in the 
first week of January with the aim that members will receive their new cards by the end of January.  Helen Abraham, Membership Secretary. 

Membership Renewal 



www.bdrc.org.uk 
Emails– If you are on email please let 

bdrc@hotmail.co.uk have your most up 
to date email address as we often send 

out updates by email. 
Newsletter Deadline 

Please can you send your items/articles 
to Noolie Gregory with any photos. The 

deadline for production of the next 
newsletter is 25th November 

10% Discount at—Pinkers, Jenny’s Tack Shop, and Stroud Saddlery (membership card needed) 
Online discounts at NAF 

More Photos from West Wilts 

Committee Members and Contact Details 
ᶲ President Mrs M MacDonald ᶲ Vice President Anne Brown 01454 60446 falfield@hotmail.com 

Chair Zillah Savage 0117 937 3424 d_z_savage@hotmail.com 

Secretary Nicky Walker 07734 076482 nicky.stonecroft@hotmail.com 

Treasurer Sophie Williams 07811 942840 sophie_goode@hotmail.com 

Membership Helen Abraham  07909 991044 habraham@westernpower.co.uk 

Newsletter Noolie Gregory 07960 009481 noolie.gregory@astrazeneca.com 

Rally Schedule Sam Parsons 07775 806364 atlanticopernicus@hotmail.co.uk 

Non Res Camp Liz Hill 07977 589348 elisabeth.hill@hotmail.co.uk 

Intro Jayne Meehan 07887 600110 jayne.meehan@btinternet.com 

Member SJ and 
Res camp 

Kate Nichols 07789 722116 mkatenichols@aol.com 

Res Camp Sue Micklewright  07854 123208 sue_micklewright@hotmail.co.uk 

Website Michelle Hopton 07768 323577 mhopton@deloitte.co.uk 

Well I still can’t believe it!!!!! 
Last year I started eventing my horse after lots of encouragement from my son Sean.  Both myself and 
Victor (my horse) were brand new to this and we were both very green. We completed two events  last 
year, and despite being extremely slow around cross country, I was really pleased. 
I decided to continue our quest this year and we entered a few events, but unfortunately due to our fear 
of steps we were eliminated at two of them. I seriously considered that eventing was maybe not for us 
but then it happened ……..  I had already entered Chepstow BE, and so on we went, not wanting to 
waste the large entry fee.  We arrived at this beautifully run event where everyone was so friendly.  We 
started the day with dressage, and I actually came off the test thinking that was ok. I was elated to find 
that our score was 25%! I was over the moon and to be honest I could have gone home then and there 
a happy lady.  We continued the day and went clear show jumping, only cross country to go ….. off we 
went and he was wonderful. We went clear but how was the time????? As I was walking away from the 
course I heard over the tannoy that I was inside the time woohoo …. AND WAS IN THE 
LEAD……. OMG I couldn’t believe it I thought I had misheard it. 
WE WON!!! The high was unbelievable! And to think I was considering this to be our last 
event. 
What a fabulous day I’d had. As if I hadn’t had enough good fortune, a few days later I re-
ceived a letter from BRC to say that because of this win I had qualified to do the champion-
ships in Leicestershire in September to represent my riding club B&D. 
I still can’t believe this has happened to me. I messaged Zillah to tell her and she immedi-
ately said the club would support me.  I hope we don’t let you guys down. 
The moral of this story is that even an old lady like me with a green horse can compete with 
the young ones and succeed.  What a wonderful sport we are involved in! Elaine Gibbs 
Photos kindly donated by AGC photography. agcphotography@yahoo.co.uk 
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